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From landscapes shaped by man to barely visible traces of his presence 

in nature, the world has always been sculpted in various ways by man 

and its presence can be seen everywhere, whether taking a close-up look 

or gazing from a distance. Through 100 incredible photographs,  

the hand of Man offers a breathtaking view of the traces man has 

left in nature and pays tribute to these eternal sculptors.left in nature and pays tribute to these eternal sculptors.
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TRADITIONAL 
SALT-MAKING

...........................................................

Salt is an essential 
part of the human diet, 
and the world’s oceans 
contain an estimated 4.5 
million cubic miles of it. 
For thousands of years, 
the majority of this 
important substance 
was obtained from the 
evaporation of seawater.   

On Lanzarote, in Spain’s 
Canary Islands, stone-lined 
pans recall the traditional 
process of making salt, 
used for generations in 
the preservation of fish. 
In this process, carried 
out during the warmer 
months of the year, water 
from the sea is fed into 
shallow ponds where 
evaporation begins. At this 
stage, bright colors often 
develop due to varying 
algal concentrations and 
the changing salinity of 
the water. Early on, greens 
predominate, but as the 
process advances, pinks 
and reds appear. Once 
the salt concentration is 
high enough, the resulting 
brine is transferred to 
crystallizing pans where 
the drying and purification 
process is completed. 
Traditional salt production 
is still carried out today 
on Lanzarote, though on a 
smaller scale than before, 
and the time-honored 
evaporation process is 
also in use in the Rift Valley 
region of Kenya (overleaf).
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SUBURBAN SPRAWL

...........................................................

Population centers 
have grown not just 
upwards, but outwards, 
and suburban sprawl 
characterizes many 
metropolitan areas. 
But if large numbers 
of people continue 
to find this model of 
development attractive, 
others see it as 
unsustainable.  

Though it may seem 
strange at first, Las 
Vegas—a city where 
faux façades and 
kitsch decoration are 
celebrated—in many 
ways may be a model 
of twenty-first century 
urban and suburban 
development. More and 
more public spaces all 
over the world are being 
organized around malls 
and theme parks, where 
playful architecture mixes 
business and pleasure and 
where private companies 
increasing take over what 
used to be the domain of 
local authorities. This trend 
is also present in suburban 
areas, where highly sought-
after homes often resemble 
Hollywood movie sets and 
where features such as 
waterfront property and 
waving palm trees—like in 
Weston, Florida (overleaf)—
are considered de rigueur. 
Critics, however, argue that 
suburban sprawl results 
in a high dependence on 
automobiles, an inefficient 
use of land and limited 
access to cultural facilities.  
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IRRIGATION

...........................................................

One of the most 
effective methods of 
increasing agricultural 
production is through 
irrigation, like in this 
center-pivot system 
in the desert of Saudi 
Arabia, which waters 
crops using a rotating 
overhead sprinkler. 
Irrigation, however, also 
leads to water shortages 
in many regions.    

Humans have been 
practicing irrigation since 
as far back as the 6th 
century B.C. Today, about 
70% of the freshwater 
used on the planet is 
devoted to agriculture, 
though that figure can 
reach as high as 95% in 
developing countries. And 
if the amount of irrigated 
land in the world has 
doubled since 1950 and 
is expected to increase 
by another 20% by 2030, 
the quantity of water used 
for agricultural purposes 
– like for these sprinklers 
irrigating crops outside 
Cape Town in South 
Africa - is rising even 
faster. In countries like 
Libya and Saudi Arabia, 
more water is extracted 
each year for irrigation than 
is replenished through 
natural processes. One 
solution is less wasteful 
methods, such as drip, or 
trickle, irrigation, in which 
much less water is lost to 
evaporation.
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LE RÉCHAUFFEMENT 
CLIMATIQUE 

...........................................................

Le réchauffement 
climatique a au moins 
un impact positif. Les 
océans, mers et golfes 
de la région arctique 
gèlent moins solidement 
et plus brièvement 
que par le passé. À 
certains endroits, cela 
se traduit par l’ouverture 
d’itinéraires plus courts.

Le golfe de Finlande 
et le golfe de Bothnie, 
qui entourent la côte 
finlandaise, sont 
complètement gelés 
chaque année, coupant 
l’accès aux ports du pays. 
Pendant plusieurs mois, 
les navires commerciaux 
ne peuvent atteindre ces 
régions que sous l’escorte 
de brise-glaces. Mais 
au fil du réchauffement 
climatique, ces bateaux 
pourraient bien se passer 
de leur aide quelques 
semaines par an. En 
Amérique du Nord, le 
réchauffement climatique 
a relancé le vieux rêve 
de faire du légendaire 
passage du Nord-Ouest 
– un raccourci maritime 
entre l’Atlantique et le 
Pacifique – une route 
commerciale viable. Si 
ce rêve se concrétise, 
cela diminuerait certains 
voyages de plusieurs 
milliers de kilomètres, 
permettant ainsi de 
réduire la consommation 
de carburant nécessaire 
pour transporter des 
marchandises d’un bout à 
l’autre de la planète.
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LA DÉGRADATION 
DES SOLS 

...........................................................

L’une des conséquences 
les plus graves de la 
déforestation est la 
dégradation des sols. Les 
coupes massives d’arbres 
et d’arbustes provoquent 
une augmentation de 
l’érosion, une rupture du 
cycle de l’eau, et modifient 
la composition chimique 
du sol au point de le 
rendre moins productif.

La majorité des terres 
déboisées sont utilisées 
pour l’agriculture, et plus 
de la moitié de celles-ci 
sont dédiées au pâturage. 
Cette modification de 
l’utilisation des terres 
change radicalement 
l’environnement. L’érosion 
par le vent et l’eau 
augmente, enlevant la 
couche de sol superficielle 
et contribuant à 
l’alluvionnement des lacs et 
cours d’eau. La réduction 
de la transpiration – le 
processus par lequel les 
arbres et autres plantes 
rejettent l’eau prise dans 
le sol dans l’atmosphère – 
cause une augmentation 
de la nappe phréatique, 
qui permet aux eaux 
souterraines salines 
d’infiltrer les sols à des 
endroits où elles étaient 
absentes, comme dans 
ces bassins du comté 
de Morawa, en Australie 
occidentale. Une réduction 
de la déforestation et des 
méthodes agricoles plus 
durables peuvent contribuer 
à réduire la dégradation des 
sols de la planète.
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RICE FIELDS

...........................................................

In 2008, global rice 
production reached 661 
million tons, having 
risen from 585 million 
just five years earlier. 
The most important 
staple food for a large 
percentage of the 
world’s population, 
rice has significantly 
increased in price in 
recent years.     

There are thousands of 
varieties of rice, though 
only a few are grown and 
marketed on a large scale. 
Each kind exists in three 
basic forms. Raw—and 
inedible—grains are known 
as paddy (or rough) rice. 
The removal of the outer 
hull from around the kernel 
produces brown (or whole) 
rice, and further milling, 
which takes off the layers 
of bran, results in white 
(or polished) rice. Each 
of the three general types 
of rice—long, medium 
and short grain—has its 
own unique cooking 
characteristics and 
subtle taste differences. 
For several years now, 
there has been growth 
in the export of a greater 
number of types of rice, 
including both specialty 
and traditional varieties, 
helping to ensure 
greater biodiversity in 
rice-producing regions 
throughout the world, like 
Yunnan in China (pictured 
here) and the San Joaquin 
Valley in California 
(overleaf). 
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LEISURE AND LUXURY

...........................................................

Humans have altered 
the Earth’s natural 
landscape to increase 
food production, 
extract fossil fuels 
and minerals, generate 
power and create better 
routes. But perhaps the 
transformations that 
best highlight mankind’s 
uniqueness are the ones 
made in the pursuit of 
pleasure.   

Palm Springs, California, 
has gained the reputation 
as one the most popular 
golfing resorts in the world, 
with over 100 courses in 
the area. In these luxurious 
man-made worlds, palm 
trees tower over manicured 
greens and artificial 
islands, while vistas of the 
rugged California coast 
offer players a spectacular 
backdrop. And, as a recent 
project in the Maldives 
has proved, even land isn’t 
necessarily required for 
this game normally played 
on terra firma. The island 
nation, threatened by rising 
sea levels, is currently 
studying the possibility 
of creating a floating golf 
course, transforming the 
very seascape in the name 
of leisure. Water, of course, 
has always attracted those 
in search of enjoyment, 
like the owners of these 
pleasure boats moored at 
“star docks” in Chicago’s 
Belmont Harbor (overleaf).

WOW BOOKS

the hand 
Of man 



Feeding the World

The Green Revolution

Rice Fields

Traditional Agriculture

Intensive Farming

Intensive Meat Production

Sustainable Agriculture

Fewer Crop Varieties 

Conserving Seeds

Conservation Agriculture

Drinking Water

Water Treatment

Irrigation

Draining the Land

Desalination

Lumber Industry

Palm Oil Industry

Paper Industry

Soil Degradation

Sylviculture

Traditional Fishing

Fish Stocks

Oyster Farming

Traditional Salt-Making

The Salt Industry

Raw Materials

Gold Mine

Natural Gas

Petroleum

Energy Consumption

The Risk of Conflict

Clean and Renewable 

Energy Sources

Hydroelectric Power 

Solar Energy

Wind Power

Geothermal Energy

Biofuels

Automotive Industry

Air Transport

Rail Transport 

Maritime Transport

A connected World

Energy Use

Light Pollution

Rising Sea Levels

The Urban Ecosystem

Suburban Sprawl

Dynamic Development 

Expanding Roadways

Golden Gate Bridge

Viaduc de Millau

Theme Parks

Leisure and Luxury

Mass Tourism




