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Picture this: a history book with almost 
4,000 illustrationsthat bring the story 
of our world’s civilizations to life.  The 
great events, personalities, inventions, 
catastrophes, everyday things and gre-
at works of art are shown in graphics, 
paintings, and photographs. Captions 
explain the illustrations while the main 
text establishes the context. 

Chronologically ordered, this work 
offers the reader a lively approach to 
history. Every epoch is geographically 

subdivided. Each subdivision treats the 
important historical developments of 
its epoch and region in various 2-to-6-
page sections. Famous historical perso-
nalities and events or issues of special 
significance are discussed in high-ligh-
ted columns. 

This easily comprehensible systematic 
is supported by didactical graphic ele-
ments (colour-coded subjects, a conti-
nuous timeline, pictograms, etc.) that 
guide the reader through the book. 

Moreover four large foldouts display 
most important events, such as the 
French Revolution or Word War II. 

USPs
New and timely history guide concept 
Spectacular, illustrated insight and 
concise guide through the fascinating 
world history
Didactically structured and easy-
to-comprehend information for the 
whole family

•
•

•

A Visual History of the World
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Fi rst Empi res
ca. 7000 B.C.–200 A.D.

The Midd le East was the crad le of ma n k i nd’s first adva nced civ il izat ion s.
In Egypt and the Fert ile Cres c ent, wh ich extends in an arc from the nort h

of the Arabian Pen i n s u la east through Pa lest i ne to Mesop ota m ia, the first state
st ructu res emerged in pa ra l lel with the fu rt her development of animal hus-
b a nd ry, ag ricu l tu re, trade, and wri t i ng. The first great empi res, such as those
of the Egypt ian pha ra oh s, the Baby lon ia n s, the Assy ria n s, and the Pers ia n s,
evolved at the beginning of the third mil lennium B.C., out of small com mu n i-
t ies us ua l ly cl ustered arou nd a ci ty. Similar development also occu rred on the
I ndian sub cont i nent and in Ch i na, where qu i te di st i nct ea rly adva nced civ i-
l izat ions to ok shape as wel l.
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The golden mask of Tutankhamun, a jewel of ancient Egyptian artwork, showing the pharaoh in a 
ceremonial robe decorated with the heraldic animals, the vulture and cobra, ca. 1340 B.C.






