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Keep your eyes wide open! In his painting, did Edgar Degas want to represent 

a craggy landscape or the lying body of a woman? How did the street artist 

Edgar Mueller manage to make a painted cliff on a sidewalk so real and 

so dizzy? By playing on our perception and our impressions, artists show, 

throughout the ages, that they have the power to distort reality. From Op Art to 

hyperrealism, through anamorphosis and hominoid landscapes, THE MUSEUM 

OF ILLUSIONS presents 60 disconcerting and amazing artists who challenge 

appearances. First impression is not always the best impression...
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THE MUSEUM… series



Imitating 
reality
• �Villa of Mysteries wall 

paintings (Pompeii) 
• �Donato Bramante
• Jan Van Eyck
• �Michelangelo
• �Cornelis Gijsbrechts
• �Richard Estes
• �Chuck Close
• �Duane Hanson
• Ernest Pignon-Ernest
• �Ron Mueck
• �Banksy
• �Dan Witz
• Gilles Barbier

Playing
with the eye
• �Erhard Schôn
• �Hans Holbein the Younger
• William Scrots
• �Mughal school
• �Anonymous anamorphosis
• Georges Seurat
• Giacomo Balla
• �Victor Vasarely
• Bridget Riley
• �Neil Dawson
• �Georges Rousse
• �Edgar Mueller
• �Felice Varini
• �Anish Kapoor

Altered bodies	
• �Giuseppe Arcimboldo
• �Vincenzo Campi	
• Matthaüs Merian
• Tony Cragg
• Evan Penny
• �Liu Bolin
• A. Maestre Gasteazi
• Tony Oursler
• Emma Hack
• Maurizio Cattelan
• �Cindy Sherman
• Mark Jenkins
• Li Wei

Double meaning
• �The Venus of Milandes
• �Andrea Mantegna	
• �Utagawa Kuniyoshi
• �Charles Allen Gilbert	
• �W. E. Hill
• �Salvador Dali
• �Philippe Halsman
• �Shiego Fukuda
• �Markus Raetz
• Raoul Marek
• T. Noble & Sue Webster

Showing
the impossible	
• �Pericopes of Henri II	
• �Pieter Brueughel	
• G. Piranesi
• �Pere Borrell del Caso
• �Réné Magritte
• �M. C. Escher
• �Joan Fontcuberta
• Eija-Liisa Ahtila
• �Philippe Ramette
• Joan Fontcuberta
• Maurizio Cattelan
• Gilles Barbier
• Ann Veronica Janssens
• Yayoi Kusama


