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A Dbit like the number 7 itself, which seems to
be embedded in fields as radically opposed as
science and magic, gambling includes a good
dose of both luck and calculation, in which a
more or lessimportantrole is played by chance,
on the one hand, and the talents of the indivi-
dual players, on the other. To gamble, in fact,
IS to hope for returns out of all proportion to
the effort or money invested.

Whether they are oblong or cubic—and as far back as the Iron
Age and the times of the pharaohs—dice have always had six sides,
just like the most common ones still in use today. And to roll a 7,
no matter how many dice one throws, is to obtain a number just
one more than the very essence of this little hexahedron, any two
TWO OPPOSITE SIDES OF . . .
asncLepiereveas  OF Whose opposing sides add up to seven. In craps, depending on
THETRIPLEAXESOF 7 \when a player rolls it, 7 can either be lucky or exactly the number
FOTNIETHROTEH ™ you don’t want to see. And in the game 421, played in France,
CENTER OF THIS SMALL
cuse.sevenisaso e Belgium and Quebec, a combination of 4 + 2 + 1, which adds up
MOSTLIKELYTOTALTO {0 7, is the best possible roll.
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Promises of longevity, perfect
union, divine benediction and phy-
sical pleasure, all linked with the
number 7, were no doubt behind
the record number of weddings that
took place on July 7t 2007, despite
the fact that it fell on a Saturday,
when Jewish wedding ceremonies
are not normally permitted.

From humble country parishes to the dozens of
wedding chapels in Las Vegas, an incredible num-
ber of couples in the midst of their wedding plans
decided to push up or push back their ceremonies
so they would occur under the auspices of this
prestigious date. The result: three times more wed-
dings than on an ordinary Saturday and twice as
many as at the turn of the millennium, on January
15t 2000, which also fell on a Saturday. Best wishes
to all the couples of the triple 7.
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In the year 753 B.C., seven independent tri-
bes, each living on a hill, united to form the
city of Rome.
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According to tradition, the hills included Aventine, Caelian,
Esquiline, Viminal, Quirinal, Capitoline and Palatine. They
form a sort of amphitheater, turning Rome itself into a stage. In
reality, however, they seem a bit too spread out to correspond
to the references to them in early writings. A certain confusion
may have occurred between the words saptis (“enclosed”) and
septem (“seven”), thus transforming a reference to smaller hills
within the city into the famous Seven Hills we know today.
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& - ; SN - 12" The seven liberal arts (the septivium) include

' N N\ e ~0% , and (the trivium), as
well as , , and

(the quadrivium). From ancient times

until the Middle Ages, they formed the basis

of education, inspiring Charlemagne in his

e Efforts to promote learning and providing a
rowwsuisceane gtryycture for the transmission of knowledge

MATHEMATICS WERE . . . ..
osmnveuseo [ NONasteries 1n the British Isles.

FROM THE SO-CALLED
“SERVILE” ARTS, DEALING
WITH PRACTICAL
APPLICATIONS AND THE
WORK OF ARTISANS.
THE DOMAIN OF PURELY

\G -ttt rmundo
_tIII lml .l ¢ AESTHETIC WORKS WAS

TERMED BEAUX ARTS (OR
FINE ARTS). PHILOSOPHY
WAS NOT CONSIDERED
ONE OF THE LIBERAL
ARTS, BUT EACH OF
THEM DEPENDS ON IT.

A cagpoetriy \
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noaf’s ark

Seven days before the biblical Flood, God
commanded Noah to bring into the ark
seven pairs of every “clean” beast, male and
female, for each single pair of “unclean”
beasts. As for the seven pairs of the different
kinds of birds, no mention is made as to a
distinction between those that were “clean”
and those that were “unclean.”

Certain interpreters of the Bible claim that the relative abun-
dance of “clean” animals was not to provide a food supply for
Noah and his family, nor even to insure the repopulation of
the Earth, but rather to make possible a divine sacrifice, which
Noah did, in fact, perform as soon as the Flood had ended.
When he came out of the ark, with a rainbow overhead, he
built an altar and made an offering to the Lord. Showing his
mercy, God promised never again to destroy the world by flood,
thus preserving His sacred relationship with His creation. The
fact that the “clean” beasts were gathered together in groups of
seven couples reflects their status as creatures consecrated by
the Lord.

' e pood [l A Db WA Ty AR A i
‘ . SN OGO | IR N MARB YA AR DA AR SRR A ] UL MO )
X \“»%\1“ A M RO ,§ N AV IR A ARG IR (NN A /L LA ) i 1 A I YA UM A KRR 7 X ,”("/ Y’

\\\\\\

-‘ §

i IR AL
:,_;‘."‘ W : ‘ ~ \\“\ ‘.\ ARNER A
7 R 5\ N ) TN N ARV VL AR ‘
AL NI Ak DALMY AR (U S (LGRS D T



111 relicions

he §8V8 GIf{S

of ’[Be holy spirif

These seven gifts, sometimes referred to as
“charisms,” are given by God—freely and
without anything asked for in return—throu-

gh the Holy Spirit, which can alone confer
them. Though the order they are listed in
sometimes varies, such as during the sacra-
ments of confirmation and ordination, the
sevengiftsare: Wisdom, Knowledge, Counsel,
Fortitude, Understanding Piety and Fear of
the Lord.




science 170

pH (or power of hydrogen) is used to deter-
mine the acidity or alkalinity of a solution.
The higher the concentration of hydrogen
lons (H*) in relation to hydroxide ions (OH)),
the more acidic it is; solutions in which OH
exceeds H* are alkaline and are known as
bases. pH is measured on a logarithmic scale
ranging from 0 to 14. From 0 to 7, the solu-
tion 1s acidic; from 7 to 14, it's alkaline. At 7,
however, it's not one or the other—it’s neu-
tral. Pure distilled water has a pH of 7.
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THE HEAD SITS UPON
THE UPPERMOST
VERTEBRA, OR ATLAS,
NAMED FOR THE TITAN
OF GREEK MYTHOLOGY
CONDEMNED BY

ZEUS TO HOLD THE
HEAVENS ALOFT ON

HIS SHOULDERS. THE
SECOND VERTEBRA IS
CALLED THE AXIS SINCE
IT SERVES AS A PIVOT.
THE SEVENTH AND LAST
CERVICAL VERTEBRA
CONNECTS TO THE REST
OF THE SPINAL COLUMN
AT THE BASE OF THE
NECK. LARGER THAN
THE OTHERS, IT HAS A
PROMINENCE ON THE
BACK, WHICH MAKES IT
EASY TO IDENTIFY.

1€ SEVEN

crvical
“rtebrae

Humans and most mammals have seven
cervical vertebrae. Smaller than the other
vertebrae of the spinal column, they have
the important task not only of supporting
the head, a mass of about 10 pounds (for
an adult) supported by something not much
thicker than a finger, but also of allowing
various movements like bending, stretching
and rotation. The spinal disks, which are
made of strong yet pliable cartilage, help
hold the vertebrae together and act as shock
absorbers.
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lections of Germanic tales, which inclu-
de “Snow White and the Seven Dwarves,”
“The Seven Ravens” and “The Wolf and
the Seven Young Kids.” The two brothers
gained notoriety when they became invol-
ved In an affair known as “The Gottingen
Seven,” in which they and five of their col-
leagues at the University of GoOttingen were
fired by King Ernest Augustus | of Hanover,
for having dared to oppose his authority

The 5™ and 6™ children in a family of seven,
the Brothers Grimm published several col-






