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Art is not only about painting, sculpture or photography. Artists have found

other ways to express themselves through movements such as food art, 

street art or body art.… Less known and less traditional, these movements 

have inspired unique works of art that can’t be seen in museums, except in

the incredible museum.
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THE MUSEUM… series Larry Moss
www.airigami.com 

He often refers to his work 

as “Airigami” and defines it 

as “the fine art of folding air.” 

Masterpieces of world painting 

offer inspiration for his balloon 

sculptures, but he also regularly 

takes on colossal projects, like 

the Fantastic Flying Octopus, 

the first flying, piloted balloon 

sculpture. From one point of view, 

making art by sculpting air with 

balloons rather than using paints 

and brushes is simply a question 

of working in a different medium.   
Balloon sculpture is a new form of art, which, until recently, 
was almost exclusively associated with circuses and popu-
lar performers. And with good reason, since it was most 
likely the magician Henry Maar who first performed a “bal-
loon number” in music halls during the 1930s. In Europe, it 
wasn’t until the 1950s that balloon art appeared in cabaret 
acts, and it didn’t become the theme of entire shows until 
the 1980s with Jean Merlin and Claude Kapp. 

Balloon art

Today, many balloon sculptors are developing a distinctly artistic approach to their 

work, less oriented towards live shows. Interaction with the public is thus no longer 

generated by the technical skill displayed during the making of the sculptures, but 

occurs, instead, as the already completed works are admired in a calm setting. This is 

the case, for example, with Larry Moss (opposite), who does “reproductions” of some 

of the world’s most famous works of art. Jason Hackenwerth (next page) creates 

oversized, phantasmagoric creatures that transport the viewer to a parallel universe. 

If balloon art has not yet found a place in traditional museums, it has nonetheless ins-

pired some established artists. The best example is the work of Jeff Koons, who, with 

his Balloon Flower and Balloon Dog has displayed stainless steel interpretations of 

balloon art in venues as prestigious the royal apartments in the Palace of Versailles.
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leGo® art

Every second, seven boxes of Lego are 
sold throughout the world. If all of the 
bricks purchased in a single year were 
placed end to end, they would form a line 
that would circle the earth five times. 

Nathan Sawaya
www.brickartist.com

For the last ten years, this artist 

has been creating a strange world 

in which realism and fantasy 

coexist. His works are on display 

in many museums, and some 

of them, like Heart (opposite), 

suggest an anatomical reflection 

of our sentiments, where pain and 

love are expressed with the aid of 

Lego bricks.   

The world-famous little, colored bricks are not just popular in children’s bedrooms—

they’ve now found their way into art galleries as well. Who are these artists with eter-

nally young souls? Immature “adolescents” who never stopped playing with their toys 

despite the passing years? No, they’re sculptors who use Lego® bricks to create works 

of art that amuse and give pleasure to viewers, and often make them think. 

The basic material used in the sculptures is the brick. But we’re a long way from your 

basic boat, house or skyscraper. While Nathan Sawaya (opposite) often flirts with the 

abstract or fantastic, others, like Sean Kenney, stick to the figurative. There is a surprising 

realism in many of his works, such a Smart car, a giant Nintendo DS or the Google logo.   

Photography or video is used by some of the Lego artists. The music video of “Fell in 

Love with a Girl” by the White Stripes, for example, was created by Michel Gondry with 

the famous plastic bricks, while Mike Stimpson used the company’s iconic figurines, 

with their yellow heads and permanent smiles, 

to reinterpret emblematic photographs of the 

20th century (including Alfred Eisenstaedt’s V-J 

Day in Times Square or Philippe Halsman’s Dali 

Atomicus). On the web, Michael Jackson, Star 

Wars and the Simpsons have been “Legoized” 

by numerous amateur artists.  

NonDesign
www.site.com
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Kinetic art
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Jason Hackenwerth 

This New York artist in his 

early forties has kept alive 

the child inside him. After 

multiple preparatory sketches, 

each work develops into 

a new fantastic creature, 

which, despite its size, seems 

lighter than air. From galleries 

to various public places, 

these “monsters” sometimes 

conceal a human being, 

coming to life just when 

viewer least expects it. 

www.jasonhackenwerth.com

3d paintinG

One of the most impressive varieties of street art—at least in terms of sheer size and 

optical effect—is without a doubt trompe-l’oeil or 3D painting. There’s nothing new 

about this highly realistic technique, however, since its origins date back to several hun-

dred years B.C., when it was used in Roman villas. 

Simulating sculpted décors and various architectural details, this style of painting was 

revived during the Renaissance, with probably the most magnificent example being Mi-

chelangelo’s Sistine Chapel ceiling. But this technique, which fascinated viewers from all 

walks of life, was not limited to religious works, as many theaters were also decorated 

with trompe-l’oeil. Today, it has been taken up by street artists like Kurt Wenner, Julian 

Beaver, John Pugh (next page) and Edgar Mueller (opposite). If the movement into the 

outdoors has democratized trompe-l’oeil, it has also made it more ephemeral. Being 

exposed to the elements or even walked on . . . a year after their creation, about 50% of 

3D paintings have generally disappeared. 

There are various techniques for creating 3D 

paintings. Some artists, like Edgar Mueller, af-

ter a preliminary study, plot lines of perspective 

and trace the basic forms of theirs works using 

masking tape or stretched cords, while others 

prefer to project images of their sketches onto 

the wall or pavement. 

Whether it’s a vertical surface (a wall) or 
a horizontal one (a street or a pavement), 
a 3D painting is based on a monoscopic 
vision, the point of view of a single per-
son looking from a specific spot. The illu-
sion of perspective is reduced when the 
image is viewed from other angles.   

Edgar Mueller
www.metanamorph.com

This German artist uses a 

technique known as anamorphosis 

to create his works. It’s a style 

sometimes defined as “the art of 

the secret perspective.” The image 

is distorted in such a way that it 

is only recognizable if you look 

at it from one specific angle. The 

artist spent 12 hours a day for 

5 days to create The Crevasse, 

a 250-square-meter optical illusion.

Marco Pece
www.flickr.com

A few years ago Marco Pece 

quit his job at a bank in order 

to devote himself entirely to his 

art. Since then he’s reproduced 

classic paintings, like The Last 

Supper (opposite) with careful 

attention to detail. He rapidly 

created a lot of buzz on the 

Internet, where tens of thousands 

of people have discovered his 

works on various blog sites.  

BMW Museum
www.site.com

El dolobor iurem iure facil dit, 

sequatie tat. Duisl erit ilismodio 

con vel ulluptatum dipisim 

digniam, quat lamconullam, 

consent ilit loreet loboreet 

el dolorti onsenisit iriurer 

cinismo doloreet El dolobor 

iurem iure facil dit, sequatie 

tat. Duisl erit ilismodio con vel 

ulluptatum dipisim digniam, quat 

lamconullam, consent ilit loreet 

loboreet. el dolorti onsenisit iriurer 

cinismo doloreet



The Child 
Within

Lego Art

Etch-a-sketch Art

Balloon Art

Pencil Sculpture

Paper Art

Portrait in Crayons

A Question 
of Perception

Camouflage

Photo Manipulation

3D Art

Trompe-l’Oeil Murals

Art in Boxes

Ordinary made
extraordinary

Match Art

Cardboard Art

Book Sculpture

Tapeworks Art

Garbage Art

Plastique Marine Sculpture

No 
Limits

Monumental Drawings

Crop Circles

Altered Book

Art Farm

Screw Art

Meat Art

Creating 
a World

Edible Land Art

Pixel Art

Light Painting

Street Installations

Kinetic Art

Submarine Sculptures 




