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Greetings From...

l �This wonderful and 
informative series of 
books entitled ‘Greetings 
From.....’ will feature 
New York, San Francisco, 
Chicago and Las Vegas for 
the first four titles. 

l �The books will cover 
the history of each city, 
encompassing their 
architecture, cultural, 
entertainment and sports 
heritages. Full of facts and 
detail that will take the 
reader into the heart of 
each one.

l �A three-dimensional 
diorama set into the cover 
of each book will make 
this a very special gift.

l  �Fully illustrated and 
printed in full colour 
throughout.

l �Rights sold: English 
language worldwide.
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Where it all began—
and it’s still going on

Above: A cable has spanned the East River. Master 
Mechanic E. Frank Farrington makes the much-publicized 
first crossing.

Above: Job interviews were conducted on this 
temporary footpath, to check that recruits had a 
head for heights.

Downtown Vegas is also best known as Glitter 
Gulch because of the copious use of neon on 
the famous signs along Fremont Street. It all 
started here. The Golden Gate casino currently 
occupies a site where a casino has stood since 

shows, is 
Vegas Vic, the 
waving cowboy outside the 
Pioneer Club. Vic was erected in 1951, 
and he’s had a few different-colored plaid shirts 

since then, but is even now basically as he 
originally was.

The Golden Nugget has been on Fremont 
Street since its opening in 1946, but has 
been transformed most recently to one of 
downtown’s most posh vintage addresses by 
Vegas impresario Steve Wynn.

Across the street from the Nugget is 
Binion’s, with its Horseshoe Casino and no-
limit gambling policy. Binion’s is named for its 
founder, Benny Binion, whose bronze statue 

can be seen at the corner of Ogden Avenue and 
Casino Center Boulevard. It was Benny who 
brought the World Series of Poker to Vegas, 
and this casino has long been its home.

One of the biggest draws to Fremont 
Street is the oft-photographed Fremont 
Street Experience. With no tickets or cost of 
entry required, tourists can participate in this 
remarkable entertainment just by strolling 
under the light-show canopy that stretches 
over the street from Main Street to Las Vegas 
Boulevard. Left and below: Vegas Vicki, a.k.a. Sassy Sally, (left) 

and Vegas Vic (below) welcome everyone to Fremont Street.

Below: The six-minute sound and light show involves 
more than half a million watts of concert-caliber sound. The 
Experience now involves a giant screen featuring 12.5 
million LED’s that are synchronized to hypnotize the most 
jaded on-looker. 

Left: Neon art gave Fremont Street its name:  
Glitter Gulch.

1906. The Fremont Hotel and Casino was the 
tallest building in Las Vegas when it opened in 
1956 advertising its wall-to-wall carpeting: a 
distinction since the other casinos in the area 
were still mostly sawdust affairs. 

One of the most famous neon images of all 
time, seen in countless movies and television 
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Marvels of  
engineering

The breathtaking image of the Golden Gate 
Bridge floating effortlessly above the Bay is San 
Francisco’s ultimate icon—an image that stays 
in the mind of every visitor. The chief designer 
Joseph Strauss overcame the difficulties of 
building a bridge on a rocky site among 
ferocious winds and above rough waters with 
his ambitious suspension design. The result is a 
remarkable triumph of engineering.

At 4,200 feet, it was the longest suspension 
bridge in the world from its opening in 1937 
until 1964, when the Verrazano Narrows 
bridge in New York took that title by just 60 
feet. The bridge’s famous “international 
orange” color was chosen because it 
suited the warm vibrant hues of 
the surrounding land as well 
as increasing the structure’s 

Above: The south tower of the Golden Gate Bridge under 
construction. A safety net was suspended under the bridge 
during building and saved the lives of at least 19 men.

Below: The magnificent Golden Gate Bridge links San 
Francisco with Marin County to the north.

Below: An aerial view of the city showing AT&T Park, 
home of the San Francisco Giants, the skyscrapers of the 
Financial District, and the Oakland Bay Bridge stretching  
into the distance.

Right: The winding Richmond–
San Rafael Bridge opened in 
1956, when it, too, was one 
of the longest in the world. It 
provides a vital east-west link 
across the northern bay.

visibility to ships through the fog. The bridge 
is not named for its color but for the strait it 
spans. This was given the name of the Golden 
Gate by Captain John C. Fremont in 1846 

because, it is said, it reminded him of a harbor 
in Istanbul called the Golden Horn. 

The Oakland Bay Bridge was opened on 
November 12, 1936, just six months before 
the Golden Gate Bridge. Generally eclipsed 
by its more famous companion, it is still an 
astonishing feat of engineering, consisting 
of two major spans connected by a tunnel 
through Yerba Buena Island. The bridge was 
famously closed for a month, after the 1989 
earthquake caused a section of the upper deck 
to collapse onto the lower one.

There were frustrating restrictions for the eager 
young architects who were rebuilding Chicago 
after the Great Fire. With land prices soaring, 
low buildings were an inefficient use of ground 
space. But ten stories was as high as they could 
go with traditional construction: load-bearing 
walls took the weight of everything above 
them. Furthermore, even those weights were 
on shaky ground hereabouts due to prairie bog, 
unstable soil and sand, and bedrock was 50 feet 
down. Caissons were required—monster pads 
of concrete settled into the swamp, spreading 
the weight of the buildings.

By now, Elisha Otis was marketing his fail-
safe elevators to find ways of going higher. The 
architects Burnham & Root decided to risk 
it, to go to 17 stories, the old-fashioned way. 

Right: The revered Water Tower brought Chicago its 
first clean drinking water, and survived the Great Fire. It is 
dwarfed now by the John Hancock Tower (background, 
left) and Water Tower Place.

Architects find new ways  
of taking the strain

Above: “How is this for High?”—a boast for the 
Monadnock Building. With the Reliance Building of 1890 
(above)—steel framing, plate glass, terra-cotta cladding—
skyscraping got into its stride. It was designed by Daniel 
Burnham’s company.

Right: Skyline statements: the famous clock of the Wrigley 
Building, and “gothic” flying buttresses for the Chicago 
Tribune. 

Below: William Wrigley demonstrated the profitability of 
chewing gum by installing golden front doors. Both buildings 
were constructed in the 1920s. 

To support its own weight, the Monadnock 
Building’s walls had to be six feet thick at the 
base. The finished construct, in fact, sank, 
requiring steps down to the doors.

That was 1891. The same year, at the same 
location, 53 West Jackson Boulevard, work 
started on a southern half of the building. It 
would look much the same, but it was based 
on steel frame construction. The die was cast.
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Skyscraper folklore has it that men of a 
particular Native American tribe were the 
construction heroes—fearless at heights, and 
nonchalantly riveting, welding, and munching 
lunch perched on nine-inch-wide crossbeams 
high above the street. In fact, there’s truth 
to it: they were members of the Mohawk 
tribe, whose head for heights had 
first been noticed when they 
were recruited in 
their Montreal 

act that connected the skeleton’s beams of 
Pittsburgh steel with red-hot slugs of iron.

The Empire State’s frame arose at a rate 
of a floor a day until in 1931, just a year and 
six weeks after ground-breaking, New Yorkers 
could see that their beloved Fifth Avenue was 
home to the world’s tallest building, a title it 

Left and right: Getting close (left), and then completed 
(right). The broadcast tower was added in 1953, giving 
the building a full height of 1,453 feet.

would lose to the World Trade Center forty- 
one years later. By 2010, however, it was down 
at fourteenth place, outstripped by the world’s 
tallest, Burj Khalifa in Dubai. 

Right: In the 1933 movie King Kong, a giant ape seeks 
to evade capture by climbing the building, but falls to his 
death. The Empire State Building’s most dramatic real-life 
incident came when a B-52 military airplane crashed into it 
on a foggy day in 1945. 

Depression’s lay-offs and 
shutdowns, eager for 
work, hid their fears 
and joined them on a 
project whose architect was 
briefed “build a structure as tall 
as you can that won’t fall over.”

The most dramatic performers 
were the four-man riveting teams 
whose daily work, come rain, wind, 
or shine, was a precision high-wire 

Above: A portfolio by the photographer Lewis W. Hine 
paid tribute to the intrepid construction workers. No hard 
hats or safety harnesses at this address!

Right: The vision for the building was that 
transatlantic airships would disembark to rooftop 
gangplanks. However, tests with blimps indicated 
that the visionaries hadn’t allowed for the winds at 
that height.

Above: The three-story-high lobby features an 
aluminum relief depicting the building.

Left: There are 6,500 windows to wash (left), 1,860 steps 
to sweep, and more than 70 elevators for daily dusting.

homeland for the Canadian Pacific Railroad’s 
bridge-building program. 

When it came to building the Empire State 
Building, unemployed victims of the Great 

New York’s own “wonder 
of the world”
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