
olo.éditions 115 rue d’Aboukir 75002 paris - contact@oloeditions.com

Surprising, playful, daring, wacky, innovative, weird and dazzling. The 

objects featured in CRAZY DESIGN tell the story of the inspired 

madness of high-fashion contemporary living. If you’ve always thought 

of the adjective “designer” as meaning useless, nutty and expensive, 

this book will open your eyes, giving you a better understanding the 

wonderful world of avant-garde creation that helps bring a bit of fantasy 

into our everyday lives. 
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haTs Off
Elevated from its traditional context (the top of the head), the bowler hat makes an immediate 

visual impact as a lampshade. As does its taller sibling, the top hat. Named the Jeeves and Wooster, 

the hats are lined with gold (bowler hat) and silver (top hat) thermoplastic paint and pierced with 

an electric cable, ready to take a fluorescent bulb. English designer Jake Phipps raises some inter-

esting cultural questions by placing the bygone, iconic symbols of the British class divide — and a 

certain brand of eccentricity — in an entirely new light (literally).

jeeves and WOOsTer
JakE phIppSTRaNSFORM
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keyBOard Bag
Portuguese designer João Sabino’s reinvention of the computer keyboard speaks for itself. The 

instantly familiar components look stunning out of context; radically shifting function and acquir-

ing no small degree of aesthetic impact as they re-gather, disarranged, to adorn the convention-

ally shaped shopping bag. Each bag is made from 393 keys, backed with a black nylon inner. João, 

a graduate of the Escola Superior de Arte e Design, near Porto, has produced a number of other 

lauded products, including Bottled Spices, which reuse old glass bottles as storage devices, and the 

Helium Lamp, a large, illuminated sphere that hovers on the ceiling.

Available in pink, white, red or black.

keyBag
JOãO SaBINOTRaNSFORM
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sailing BaTh
Established wisdom suggests that water should generally be kept outside the boat, which is why 

Wieki Somers’ Bathboat makes such an immediate visual impression — few everyday objects have 

been so obviously and successfully subverted. The Dutch designer made the boats (in a run of 

thirty) using wood from her local forests, and fitted each with a plaque to be engraved with the 

name of the future owner. Wieki has made her name with work that transforms, but which also 

adds a poetic element to the objects involved. And, whilst the Bathboat is clearly functional, who 

would deny the poetry of the design. The 195cm-long tub is marketed by the Kreo Gallery. 

 

wiEki somErs wAs A PuPiL oF hELLA jonGErius And Gijs bAkkEr, ThE FoundEr oF drooG. shE bELonGs To 

ThE sECond GEnErATion oF duTCh dEsiGnErs. hEr work oFTEn FoCusEs on mATEriALs LikE CErAmiCs, As 

sEEn in ThE bLossoms VAsE And in hEr hiGh TEA TEAPoT, shAPEd LikE A boAr’s hEAd And dECkEd ouT in A 

smALL nuTriA Fur CoAT.

BaThBOaT
wIEkI SOMERSTRaNSFORM
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dO iT yOUrself
Tough day at work? One day soon you might be able to unwind by smashing the life out of the Do 

Hit Chair. Created by Marijn van der Poll, the sacrificial seat is the perfect remedy for stress. The 

piece is made from 1.25mm thick steel plates, just waiting to be pummelled into shape (however 

random that shape might be). Marijn took his inspiration for the design from Enzo Mari’s Sof-sof 

chair, creating what might be called a free interpretation. At present Marijn faces the perennial 

designer’s dilemma: whether to keep the Do Hit Chair as a ‘one-off’ or to mass-produce it so that 

we might all feel the benefit.  

This PiECE, CrEATEd in 1999, wAs bouGhT by drooG (www.drooG.Com). 

dO hiT chair
MaRIJN vaN DER pOllTRaNSFORM
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WeT PainT
Hovering somewhere between design object and work of art, the dripping table, implor-

ingly entitled Paint or Die but Love Me, was created by the young French designer John 

Nouanesing. It’s like trompe l’oeil in 3D, the metal sheet of the tabletop apparently float-

ing in space with the contents of a can of red paint tipped all over its surface and dripping 

down onto the floor. What looks like viscous red paint is actually steel covered in glossy 

acrylic, cleverly manipulated to form the legs of the table.

 

AFTEr ThE Liquid LAmP And ThE Liquid bookmArk by ThE jAPAnEsE CoLLECTiVE kyouEi dEsiGn,  

PAinT or diE buT LoVE mE oFFErs us AnoThEr oriGinAL And sTyLish CrEATion ThAT ATTEmPTs  

To rEProduCE ThE FLow oF Liquid.

PainT Or die BUT lOve Me
JOhN NOuaNESINGDREaM BeTWeen design 

and arT 

all-time record
Recently auctioned in London for the modest sum of £1,000,000, the 

Lockheed Lounge chaise longue has become an icon of design. Created 

by Marc Newson in 1986, the chair fluctuates between purity of form 

and dynamic lines. Newson, an ardent enthusiast for new materials, used 

carbon fibre, steel and composite materials to make the Lockheed Lounge. 

There is only one of these out there, a fact that has added to the object’s 

status and billing as a ‘work of art’. But the biggest impression has been 

made, undeniably, by the Lockheed Lounge’s price. As for Newson, his 

reputation grows and grows; witness the recent exhibition of his work 

organised by the famous American gallery owner Larry Gagosian.

Lockheed Lounge
Marc Newson
www.marc-newson.com

Design is “a creative activity that determines the formal qualities of industrially manu-

factured objects”. Sometimes this meeting of art and industry is deliberately pushed off 

balance. Design can give us access to the highest level of abstraction, and almost becomes 

a work of art in itself, disguised only by the fact that it retains some vestige of functionality. 

Certain designers position themselves half way between industrial design and art. They 

retain that interest in functionality, but also embrace the beauty of objects, of dematerial-

ising and abstraction, as in the theory of art for art’s sake, of beauty and of aestheticism.
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MUTanT vases
Cédric Ragot defies classification. A born innovator, this versatile young designer breaks new 

ground through the use of materials and shapes, yet upholds the well-established traditions of 

industrial design. His résumé grows apace: he first caught the public’s attention with a ‘mutant’ 

stool called La Chose (The Thing), and has subsequently cemented his reputation with the Liquid 

Mobile Phone, with boots created for Puma and via furniture designed for Cappellini and Roche 

Bobois. Here, the series of Fast Vases has the feeling of a hybrid, caught somewhere between stasis 

and rapid movement. They’re frozen in the process of acceleration, appearing to be on the move 

yet static in the midst of dynamic motion.

 

ThE FAsT VAsEs wErE FirsT ProduCEd in 2003. in 2007 ThEy rECEiVEd A Good dEsiGn AwArd From ThE 

ChiCAGo AThEnAEum (musEum oF ArChiTECTurE And dEsiGn), And wErE mArkETEd by rosEnThAL. ThEy 

wErE ALso ProduCEd in bLACk. 

fasT vases seT
céDRIc RaGOTDREaM
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a QUieT read
Reading is a solitary pleasure, one of those activities that simply demand peace and quiet for 

adequate concentration. However, finding a tranquil niche in which to cosy up with a good book 

isn’t that easy in the modern world. The Cave bookcase offers a snug retreat from the hustle and 

bustle, its clever design enabling the reader to become literally ensconced in their books — it’s a 

real Ali Baba’s cave right in the middle of the bookcase. Like most moveable bookcases, the Cave 

also functions very well as an attractive room divider. It’s the work of Sakura Adachi, a Japanese 

designer resident in Italy. Two versions are available — one for children, the other for adults.

ThE CAVE bookCAsE ALso ComEs in A VErsion For AnimALs. who sAys  

doGs don’T nEEd PriVACy whEn sETTLinG down To A Good book?

cave
SakuRa aDachIINvENT
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shOPPing chair 
This is Annie, the former supermarket trolley. Past her prime, squeaky and no doubt destined 

for a canal somewhere in post-industrial Britain, she was rescued by Reestore, a team of English 

designers headed by Max McMurdo. As you can see, today she’s in rude health, reincarnated as 

an armchair complete with stabilised feet and attractive cushions. Reestore breathe new life into 

objects headed for the scrapheap by transforming them into accessories or functional furniture. 

The aim is to avoid using new biomaterials, utilising, instead, any existing materials available. It’s 

an ambition that seems to suit the supermarket trolley particularly well, as an erstwhile symbol of 

the consumer society, so often found abandoned. Similarly, Reestore have created an aircraft-wing 

desk, a washing-machine coffee table and a bathtub divan, and are also happy to design objects 

on request.

annie chair
REESTOREREcyclE
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Playing field
This intriguing mat has been developed by Mexican designer Joel Escalona, 

in collaboration with Canadian artist and illustrator Stephen Crowhurst, to 

channel the kids’ energy onto a somersault-friendly surface. The only sen-

sible (or should we say ‘grown-up’) thing about the Looksie Grass (and it 

does look rather like mutant grass) is its size, fitting easily, as it does, into the 

average living room. The ‘grass blades’, measuring about 20cm high, allow 

your children to roll around in perfect safety. The little monsters can bounce, 

jump, fight or just sprawl around until they’re exhausted. The mat is portable, 

so you can set it up wherever suits best — in the garden, bedroom, school 

playground or day nursery.

lOOksie grass
JOEl EScalONa & STEphEN cROwhuRSTREpRODucE
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Horse Lamp

Looksie Grass

Coat Hooks

The 501 Chair

Coat Hanger

Ulwembu Coffee Table

Cactus

Pratone

Mydna Bookcase

Perspective Chair

Osso Buco

Dada Chair

Cloud Sofa

Her Chair

Ironman

Save and collect

Book Lamps

90° Furniture

Bath & Beyond

Re-tyre
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Slow design

RD Legs
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Terra !

Rag Chair

Use It Dispose It

One Day Paper Waste

Flexible Love

Annie Chair

Volivik

Invent

Spectre

Mövenpick Ice Lounge

Rek Bookase

North Tiles

Clouds

Bureau Joyn

Bookcase Cave

OneShot

Alternative Clothes Cleaner

Possible Furniture

Rubik’s Cube for Blinds

Knee Mug

Chair & Hanger

Conclusio Table n°6

Viktor & rolf’s retail

Dream

Fast Vases

Tree Trunk Bench

Esquire

Shoe Fleur

Lockheed Lounge

Triflow

Ultimate Coffee Cup

Less Lamp

This is (not)

Paint or Die but Love Me

Tango Variation

Sunic

3D Wallpaper

Crochet Chair & Solid White

Nomad Light Molecule

Transform

Do Hit Chair

Lichtinfusion

Backrest Coat Hanger

007 Bullet

Human Packaging

Hang Me Lightly

Bathboat

Keybags

Help

Handjobs

Snap Chair

Memo

Belle & Bon

Bibliochaise

Jeeves and Wooster


