AC COBRA – THE LEGEND

CHAPTER ONE: THE CAR THAT BECAME A COBRA

A brief overview regarding the story of how the Cobra evolved from the AC Ace, which in turn had been created from a Tojeiro race car that featured bodywork shamelessly copied from the Ferrari Barchetta. A fresh appraisal of AC Cars Ltd, the company that provided the basis for Carroll Shelby to achieve his ambition of building a sports car

CHAPTER TW0: CARROLL SHELBY VISITS THAMES DITTON

The arrival of Carroll Shelby at the AC Cars factory in the Surrey village of Thames Ditton took the company in a new and unexpected direction as he brokered a deal between the huge Ford of America corporation and the modest British sports car builder. Shelby’s drive and relentless ambition would have repercussions on the sports car world for many years.

CHAPTER THREE: CREATING THE RACING COBRA

How the fragile Cobra was modified to go racing in order to achieve the ultimate ambition of Carroll Shelby. The road cars were built to allow the car to qualify as a production car and to finance the racing team. An overview of the early races that were contested to develop the car and persuade Ford to finance a larger racing programme.

CHAPTER FOUR: THE WORLD CHAMPIONSHIP CHALLENGE

A review of the two seasons when the Cobra challenged Ferrari for the World GT Championship that resulted in the first, and only, victory for an American team in the FIA championship. Includes the story of the development of the Cobra coupe which would eventually hold the record for the most expensive American car ever sold at auction

CHAPTER FIVE: COBRAS FOR THE ROAD

The story of the road-going Cobras, the 289 and 427 models that created their own niche in the history of the sports car. The 7-litre Cobra became infamous for its incredible performance and created records that would not be beaten for more than two decades.

CHAPTER SIX: THE RISE OF THE REPLICA

A continuing story tracing the evolution of the replica Cobra industry that was created by the kit car market. It was the replicas that revived the reputation of the Cobra and brought both AC and Shelby back into the business of Cobra production and a long, convoluted history of litigation between all parties. 

CHAPTER SEVEN: THE KIRKHAM STORY

Of all the numerous companies that built a replica of the Cobra, one stands out as the market leader. Founded by the Kirkham brothers from Utah, their unlikely tale reaches as far as Poland and resulted in the family purchasing a former Soviet aircraft manufacturing company. Kirkham Motorsports not only recreated the Cobra but brought the car into the 21st century

CHAPTER EIGHT: COBRA BATTLEGROUND TOUR

So what do the owners of forty-year-old sports cars do with their valuable assets? Many choose to use them for the purpose they were made for, on the road and driven hard in any kind of weather. This is the photographic record of the annual Cobra Tour for owners of original Shelby and AC Cobras that, during 2009, took place in the mountains of Virginia, USA. 

The chapters will be illustrated using, whenever possible, photographs that have not appeared in ‘Cobra – The First 40 Years’ or any other Cobra-related book, as unseen period images are discovered. In the case of most road cars, replicas and the Cobra Tour, all images will be previously unpublished.

